MAINTAINING OUR FIRST LOVE FOR JESUS
· I will begin by looking at three passages of Scripture where Jesus emphasised the importance of maintaining our first love for Him

· Jesus Himself said,

“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:26-27)
Here Jesus was using Hebrew hyperbole to emphasise just how important it was for our love for Him to be so much greater than for any other person and that to hate one’s family was not a statement or a command of fact, but rather to EMPHASISE THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR ALLEGIANCE TO HIM
Jesus also said,

“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

In the book of Revelation we read the words of Jesus Christ to a church that was full of much works of service but which had left their first love for Jesus,

In Revelation Chapter two verses 4 to 5 we read,

“Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place-unless you repent.” (Revelation 2:4-5)

· These three Scriptures make it clear that our love for Jesus needs to be so much greater than for any other person including ourselves (Jesus needs to be always on the throne of our heart)
· If our love for Jesus Christ is so much more than for any other person or thing, we

· Will never be totally shaken and fall apart when friends betray us or let us down

· We will live a life of great stability as our source of self worth comes from knowing who we are in Christ. Forgiven and loved by God, and

· We will have a continual love for others, even for those who at times are hard to love

· MAINTAINING OUR FIRST LOVE FOR JESUS IS CRUCIAL FOR MANY REASONS
· Firstly, it helps us to remain strong WHEN we are going through trials and tribulations for the Word’s sake
EVERY SINGLE BELIEVER IS CONTINUALLY ENGAGED IN A VERY REAL SPIRITUAL CONTEST 
The Christian walk is like rowing upstream against the tide of the world that will always try and pull us away from the things of God

Jesus Himself said,
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:18-19)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)
IN THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”   (Ephesians 6:10-13)

· Secondly, it is the key to growing in Christlike character (becoming more and more like Christ) – When we love Jesus we will always grow and become better and not bitter when we are going through trials in life – The trials that God allows and uses to help us to grow in Christlike character
Jesus said,“Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)
· Thirdly, it is a key to continually knowing the will of God for our life 

As we maintain an intimate and loving relationship with Jesus Christ, we will gain His heart for people and God will birth things in our heart to do for His Kingdom – What He has planned and purposed for our life here on earth. 
King David wrote, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)
· Fourthly, it helps us not to be influenced and overcome by the spirit of the world that would try and turn our heart after other things and away from God
Even though Solomon had two visitations in dreams from the Lord, later on in his life his heart was no longer devoted to the LORD

In 1 Kings Chapter 11 and verses 3 to 6 we read,

“And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart of his father David. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammorites. Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David.” (1 Kings 11:3-6)
Jesus Himself also warned that in the days just prior to His second coming that the love of many would grow cold. 
In the gospel of Matthew we read,

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13) 
Jesus also shared in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower, how the things of this world can choke the word of God in our heart and cause our lives to be unfruitful. In the gospel of Mark we read,
“Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.” (Mark 4:18-19)
Jesus also said,

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24)
· Fifthly, we will continually remain committed to doing what God has called us to do in life 
Our love for Jesus will continually enable us to overcome discouragement and the setbacks that we all experience in life and help us to keep focused on witnessing to and encouraging others and in pursuing God’s plan for our life. (His love in our heart will continually help us to reach out to others, EVEN when we are not appreciated for what we do) The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9) AND
· Finally, when we love the Lord with all of our heart we will have Christ’s compassion for others and particularly for the lost and hurting. Having a GENUINE AGAPE LOVE FOR OTHERS IS SO CRUCIAL IF OUR LIVES ARE TO MAKE A CONTINUAL DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD FOR ETERNITY

· Jesus was continually moved by compassion to reach out to people and to heal and to meet the needs of others. In the gospel of Matthew we read,
“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.”

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.”  (Matthew 9:35-36)
“Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-38)
· Without having a genuine love for others, our lives will not make a great impact in this world for eternity

· Without love we are merely clanging cymbals when we minister to others and what we do for others profits us nothing if it is not motivated by love
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

· When we are motivated by Christ’s compassion in our own life, we will HAVE A PASSION TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD AND TO LAY DOWN OUR LIVES FULLY FOR THE CAUSE OF CHRIST
· SO HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE GUARD OUR HEART WITH ALL DILIGENCE AND THAT WE DO NOT ALLOW OTHER PEOPLE AND OTHER INFLUENCES TO DRAW OUR HEART AWAY FROM A WHOLE HEARTED COMMITMENT TO CHRIST
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

· I WILL NOW JUST QUICKLY GIVE SEVEN KEYS THAT CAN HELP US TO CONTINUALLY KEEP OUR FIRST LOVE FOR JESUS ALIVE SO THAT WE WILL CONTINUALLY BE SHINING LIGHTS IN THIS WORLD FOR GOD’S GLORY
Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

1) WE NEED TO MAKE SPENDING TIME WITH THE LORD OUR HIGHEST PRIORITY IN LIFE (Drinking from the well of life – Only Christ can truly satisfy our deepest needs in life)

Jesus said to the woman in Samaria who had gone to Jacobs well to draw water, (a woman who had tried to have her needs met in relationships with other men and who had been married 5 times and who was now living with another man) that He could give her living water that she would never thirst again.

Jesus said to her,

“...“Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:13-14)
Only the Lord can meet our deepest needs in life

Only the Lord can love us perfectly and at all times
We must therefore always ensure that we MAKE TIME TO SPEND IN THE LORD’S PRESENCE. It is out of our abiding relationship in Christ that we can also love others unconditionally
King David had a great love for God. 

In Psalm 63 King David wrote,

“O GOD, Your are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)


Jesus Himself emphasized the importance of spending time with Him and that our relationship with Him and our love for Him was a far greater priority than just being busy doing things for Him. We see this in the gospel of Luke;
“Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42)

As Christians all that we do for the Lord (our works of service) should always flow out of our great love for Him, rather than out of a motivation to earn God’s love and acceptance 
2) WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY CHOOSE TO WALK IN LOVE AND FORGIVENESS TOWARDS OTHERS
Jesus Himself said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

“And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)

“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. (Matthew 24:10-11)

WALKING IN LOVE AND FORGIVENESS TOWARDS OTHERS HELPS US TO MAINTAIN A SOFT HEART

IF OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS ARE NOT RIGHT IT WILL ALSO IMPACT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD
THE DEVIL WILL CONTINUALLY TRY AND OFFEND BELIEVERS TO REMOVE THEM FROM FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS – We must continually be aware of the Devil’s schemes. We all need one another in the Body of Christ
We must simply CHOOSE always to give no place to the Devil because allowing offenses into our heart towards others will also negatively affect our walk with the Lord
This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “Be angry, and do not sin”; do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.” (Ephesians 4:26-27)
3) WE NEED TO CHOOSE TO LIVE A SIMPLE LIFE OF OBEDIENCE – JUST DOING WHAT JESUS TELLS US TO DO (This is a key to maintaining a soft and repentant heart)

We must choose to trust the Lord on a continual basis and to be both hearers and doers of the Word. Disobedience to God’s Word is a resister to God’s power flowing through our lives and to receiving all of God’s blessings in our life. Being committed to simply seeking and following God’s will for our life helps to keep our heart soft 

There is no safer and better place than being in the centre of God’s will for our life
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)
The Apostle Paul also wrote in Colossians,

“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of our God;” (Colossians 1:9-10)  
Walking in loving obedience to the Lord and following God’s will for our life helps us to maintain a soft heart so that we can experience the joy and peace that comes from having an intimate relationship with the Lord. In His presence is fullness of joy. 
King David wrote,

“I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart.” (Psalm 40:8)
“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11)
On the other hand living a life of continual disobedience and not following the will of God for our life will invariably negatively impact our relationship with the Lord
We see the tragic consequences of disobedience when we look at Israel’s first King. King Saul started well but then began to walk in disobedience. 
Eventually he even ended up consulting a medium just prior to his tragic death. (1 Samuel 28:5-15) and (1 Samuel 31:4-10)
In 1 Samuel 15:22-23 and 1 Samuel 28:5-8 we read how God prefers our obedience more than our sacrifices and we see also how disobedience can affect our walk with the LORD and cause us to make bad choices in life,
“So Samuel said:

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22)

“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king.” (1 Samuel 15:23)
“When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly, And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets. Then Saul said to his servants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to him, “In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En Dor. So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and two men with him; and they came to the woman by night. And he said, “Please conduct a séance for me, and bring up for me the one I shall name to you.” (1 Samuel 28:5-8) 

Disobedience (sin) will always harden our heart and impact the degree of intimacy that we experience in our walk with the Lord

In the book of Hebrews we read, “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” (Hebrews 3:12-14)
4) THE IMORTANCE OF BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
In a world full of many other wrong spirits that will try and influence our life, how important it is that we are continually filled with the right Spirit, the Holy Spirit

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)
BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH ALL THE FULLNESS OF THE SPIRIT HELPS US TO REMAIN VIBRANT IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD AND TO BE ABLE TO CONSISTENTLY LOVE OTHERS UNCONDITIONALLY

5) HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF WORSHIP AND PRAYER (King David was a worshipper and the only person in the bible referred to as a man after God’s own heart)

King David wrote, “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and give praise.” (Psalm 57:7)
Jesus Himself said,

“But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)

Worship helps to connect our heart to the heart of God
God inhabits the praises of His people. King David wrote,
“But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.” (Psalm 22:3)

Worship helps us to experience God’s presence in a greater way and to commune with Him in a very real and personal way – GOD HAS OFTEN SPOKEN TO ME VERY CLEARLY WHEN I HAVE BEEN IN A TIME OF PRAISE AND WORSHIP – Worship and Prayer go hand in hand

In Psalm 100:4 we read, 

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.” (Psalm 100:4)
LEARNING TO INVOLVE GOD IN ALL THAT WE DO IN LIFE IS A KEY TO CULTIVATING AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD
Prayer is simply talking to God and involving God in what we do in life such as asking Him for His help and guidance and for him to help meet our needs in life
God knows what is best for us and loves us more than any other person can. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?” (Hebrew 13:5-6)

God has a unique plan and destiny for our life. It is only in following His plan for our life that we will experience the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of
Prayer enables God to be involved in all that we do in life and helps us to maintain an intimate relationship with Him. Jesus wants to be our best friend and to see our lives bearing much fruit

Prayer helps us to stay close to the Lord and to see God’s plan for our life unfolding one step at a time
The Apostle Paul had a great love for the Lord. He wrote,
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
6) THE IMPORTANCE OF CHOOSING GODLY FRIENDS (King Solomon’s heart was turned after other idols because he married many foreign wives who worshipped these idols)

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26)
The friends that we choose in life are very important

We need to continually choose friends and to associate with those who will encourage us in our walk with the Lord to be everything that God has planned for our life

Godly friends will help us to grow in our walk with the Lord

Ungodly friends on the other hand will negatively impact our walk with the Lord. If some people in our circle of friends are having a negative impact on our walk with the Lord, it is best to sever these unhealthy relationships so that we can continue to grow in our faith and in Christlike character. In Psalm 1 we read,

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)

7) HAVING FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS

In the book of Hebrews we read, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
In the book of Psalms we read,

“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing, To declare that the LORD is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him (Psalm 92:13-15)

Given the lawless times that we are now living in, it is imperative that we are connected with other Christians in a loving church fellowship

Being in fellowship with other believers enables us to receive encouragement from other Christians to help us to keep strong in our walk with the Lord
Being in fellowship with other believers also helps to give us spiritual protection and the ability to gain godly counsel and helps to cleanse us from the things of the world as we have accountability both to God and to other Christians. The Apostle John wrote, “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)

Having fellowship with other believers in loving bible based local church fellowships and small groups, helps us to maintain a fervent love for Jesus Christ. Being planted in a local church is a key to remaining strong and fruitful in our walk with the Lord
SO IN CONCLUSION

Our faith is the most important thing that we have in life

The Apostle Peter wrote,

“In this you greatly rejoice though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.
 Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith-the salvation of your souls.” (1 Peter 1:6-9)
Like the Apostle Paul we want to be able to say at the end of our life  

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)
